NEWS RELEASE

OLNEY CHARTER SCHOOL STUDENTS AND MURAL ARTS
CREATE WALL OF RESPECT AT ICA AS PART OF THE
FREEDOM PRINCIPLE EXHIBITION
DECEMBER 1, 2016

PHILADELPHIA, PA

The Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at the University of Pennsylvania
and Mural Arts Philadelphia are very pleased to present a new temporary
mural installation in conjunction with ICA’s current exhibition, The
Freedom Principle: Experiments in Art and Music, 1965 to Now, on view
through March 19, 2017.
Sketch detail for Wall of Respect at ICA.
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Young students from Olney Charter High school will be painting a
temporary mural installation on the 36th Street side of ICA’s building. The
mural is a contemporary take on the Wall of Respect, a mural created in
Chicago in 1967, composed of African American creative heroes of the
time.
Students researched and created their own list of heroes to memorialize
after learning about the civil rights movement and representational
portraiture in class. Featured on the wall are Malcolm X, Michelle Obama,
Alicia Keys, Janelle Monae, Cornbread, and Kevin Hart. Students will be
joined by muralist Willis Humphrey—designer of the mural—and lead
teaching artists Michael Konrad and Sydney Carter, who teach in the
Mural Arts after-school program.
In 1967, a time of political turbulence, African American visual artists
painted a collaborative mural depicting portraits of musicians, visual
artists, and other heroes of color. The mural was painted on the side of a
semi-abandoned, two-story building on the South Side of Chicago and is
known as the Wall of Respect. The highly visible community artwork was
instantly iconic, inspiring community mural movements across the United
States and the world.

Working collaboratively with Mural Arts Education youth at Olney High
School, artist Willis Humphrey will create a new version of the Wall of
Respect.
This initiative will kick off with a dedication and reception at the Institute
of Contemporary Art on Thursday, December 8 from 4PM to 6PM. At this
time, students will install their portraits to the mural and discuss the
project.
MURAL ARTS PHILADELPHIA

Mural Arts Philadelphia is the nation’s largest public art program,
dedicated to the belief that art ignites change. For over 30 years, Mural
Arts has united artists and communities through a collaborative and
equitable process, creating nearly 4,000 artworks that have transformed
public spaces and individual lives. Mural Arts aims to empower people,
stimulate dialogue, and build bridges to understanding with projects that
attract artists from Philadelphia and around the world, and programs that
focus on youth education, restorative justice, mental health and
wellness, and public art and its preservation. Popular mural tours offer a
firsthand glimpse into the inspiring stories behind Mural Arts' iconic and
unparalleled collection, which has earned Philadelphia worldwide
recognition as the "City of Murals." For more information, call 215-6850750 or visit muralarts.org. Follow along on social media: @muralarts on
Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat, MuralArtsPhiladelphia on Facebook,
and phillymuralarts on YouTube.

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART

The Institute of Contemporary Art at the University of Pennsylvania
believes in the power of art and artists to inform and inspire. The ICA is
free for all to engage and connect with the art of our time.
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For over fifty years, ICA has served as a laboratory for the new,
introducing and supporting the production of urgent and important
contemporary art. ICA’s inaugural show of paintings by Abstract
Expressionist Clyfford Still in 1963, followed by the first museum show of
works by Andy Warhol in 1965, established the museum’s reputation for
organizing exhibitions of important but under-recognized artists. ICA has
been instrumental in identifying and developing many promising artists
before they attained prominence within the international art world, some
of whom include—in addition to Warhol—Laurie Anderson, Richard
Artschwager, Vija Celmins, Karen Kilimnik, Barry Le Va, Glenn Ligon,
Robert Mapplethorpe, Agnes Martin, Pepón Osorio, Tavares Strachan, and
Cy Twombly.
ICA is a place to encounter art that urgently needs to be seen. Our
curators seek work that illuminates our contemporary moment; that
challenges us to think in new ways. New ideas and free exchange flourish,
as they should, at this university art museum. Come to ICA with high
expectations—for us and the work we present, but also for yourself.
Engage with what is difficult and daring! A work of art has the power to
transform people and, through people, the world. We do our work with
this goal: that the art you experience at ICA will change the way you see
and think about the world.

