NEWS RELEASE

$1.15 MILLION GIFT ENDOWS DIRECTOR OF
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AT PENN’S INSTITUTE OF
CONTEMPORARY ART
OCTOBER 7, 2019
PHILADELPHIA, PA
James E. Britt Jr. Photo: Constance Mensh

Institute of Contemporary Art at the
University of Pennsylvania. Photo:
Constance Mensh

CONTACT
JILL KATZ
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS
(215) 573-9975
KATZJ@ICA.UPENN.EDU
INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
118 SOUTH 36TH STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104-3289
WWW.ICAPHILA.ORG

Today, the Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at the University of
Pennsylvania (Penn) announced a $1.15 million gift from an anonymous
donor that will endow the Director of Public Engagement position. The
role, now titled the DAJ Director of Public Engagement, is currently held
by James E. Britt Jr. and was established in 2016 to deepen the
institution’s connections to local and student communities and build on
ICA’s commitment to engaging wider audiences. The gift marks a
significant milestone for the internationally acclaimed contemporary art
institution and will also provide unrestricted annual support for ICA’s
programming. Additionally, it will support a travel fund for
undergraduate students, named the DAJ Student Travel Fund, in the
Department of the History of Art at the School of Arts and Sciences to
enable academic research and immersion in the arts on a global scale.
Since joining ICA in 2018 as the Director of Public Engagement, Britt has
implemented a number of new initiatives, such as Pennsight, a student
docent program designed to enhance visual acuity and establish
authentic engagement between the viewer and the Institution’s
exhibitions. Britt has also provided platforms for Penn students to
combine their academic and extracurricular interests with contemporary
art through an expanded student board, performances, symposiums, and
other opportunities that allow for the incubation process to unfold.
Britt works collaboratively with Interim Daniel W. Dietrich, ll Director
John McInerney and the curatorial department to further integrate ICA’s
curatorial program within the curriculum of the University of
Pennsylvania’s twelve schools and continues to strengthen and build new
partnerships with civic, educational, and cultural institutions throughout
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the city. He also oversees a range of public outreach programs, including
lectures and workshops, and is working to improve the overall visitor
experience at the museum for all audiences.
“ICA is extremely grateful to this anonymous donor for making such a
visionary gift,” said John McInerney, Interim Director of ICA. “Finding
innovative and meaningful ways to engage with a diverse and wider public
is central to our mission. As our DAJ Director of Public Engagement,
James will now be able to significantly strengthen connections between
ICA and the University while also expanding our partnerships and
collaborations with communities throughout Philadelphia.”
ABOUT THE INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART AT THE UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA
The Institute of Contemporary Art at the University of Pennsylvania is a
non-collecting institution presenting exhibitions at the forefront of
contemporary practice and culture that challenge audiences to think in
new ways. The ICA is free for all to engage and connect with the art of our
time. Since its founding in 1963, ICA has served as a laboratory for the
new, introducing and supporting the production of urgent and important
contemporary art, beginning with ICA’s inaugural show of paintings by
Abstract Expressionist Clyfford Still, followed by the first museum show
of works by Andy Warhol in 1965. Throughout its history, ICA has been
instrumental in identifying and developing many promising artists before
they attained prominence within the international art world, some of
whom include—in addition to Warhol—Laurie Anderson, Richard
Artschwager, Vija Celmins, Karen Kilimnik, Barry Le Va, Glenn Ligon,
Robert Mapplethorpe, Agnes Martin, Pepón Osorio, Tavares Strachan,
and Cy Twombly.

