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Sara O’Keeffe Appointed as ICA’s
DAJ Director and Curator of Public Engagement and
Research
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Philadelphia, PA—July 1, 2026—The Institute of Contemporary Art at the University of
Pennsylvania (ICA) announced today the appointment of Sara O’Keeffe as its DAJ Director and
Curator of Public Engagement and Research. O’Keeffe brings more than 15 years of experience
organizing experimental, artist-driven exhibitions and public engagement programs for art
museums and institutions, including Art Omi, where she currently serves as Senior Curator; the
Philbrook Museum of Art; and the New Museum. At ICA, O’Keeffe will serve as a member of
the senior leadership team, helping shape the museum’s institutional direction while
spearheading research initiatives, including public programs, performances, symposia, artist-led
projects, and publications to extend, expand, and conceive of ICAs exhibitions and
commissioned projects. She will also strengthen ICA’s pedagogical partnerships at the University
of Pennsylvania and deepen its relationships with local and international artists, academics, and
community members.

O’Keeffe joins the ICA at a pivotal moment as it looks ahead to its first season conceptualized
under Johanna Burton, ICA’s Daniel W. Dietrich Il Director, which includes a new artist research
residency and the relaunch of its Project Space. O’Keeffe will begin at ICA on July 28.



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ph196rhzmvrebuncxk3te/ICA-Philadelphia-Fall-2026-Season-Announcement.pdf?rlkey=qe1hjjvc2jdyphl98rkd41qzz&st=2oz00lkz&dl=0

“It is with excitement and anticipation that we welcome Sara O’Keeffe to ICA, where her innovative
approach to scholarly inquiry and community engagement will further energize our culture of radical
artistic experimentation and intimate audience address,” said Burton. “At a critical moment for ICA’s
growth, Sara will be instrumental in helping realize ICA's vision for centering creation as research by
deepening our collaborations across the University of Pennsylvania’s community, and strengthening
ICA’s connections throughout Philadelphia and beyond.”

As Senior Curator at Art Omi since 2022, O’Keeffe has spearheaded the curatorial strategy for the
arts organization and curated exhibitions and related public programs dedicated to a broad range of
contemporary artists, including Nayland Blake, Pippa Garner, Raven Halfmoon, Eddie Rodolgo
Aparicio, Kinlaw, Tschabalala Self, and Harold Stevenson, among many others. Prior to joining Art
Omi, O’Keeffe served as the Associate Curator of Modern and Contemporary Art at the Philbrook
Museum of Art in Tulsa from 2020 through 2022, where she curated museumwide exhibitions and
organized public engagement programs, workshops, talks, and performances. She previously held
curatorial positions at the New Museum, where she managed its artist residency program alongside
Burton, served on the curatorial team for Trigger: Gender as a Tool and a Weapon and the 2015
Triennial: Surround Audience, and worked closely with the patron groups to advance support for the
museum’s research and residencies initiatives. Prior to the New Museum, she served as a
curatorial assistant at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum.

“‘My work has always been guided by a belief that contemporary art can be a powerful site for
collective inquiry—one that generates new forms of knowledge, challenges assumptions, and
fosters meaningful encounters,” said O’Keeffe. “ICA Philadelphia’s longstanding commitment to
experimentation and critical dialogue is rare and makes it an extraordinary platform for projects with
artists, thinkers, and makers across disciplines. | look forward to helping shape the ICA as a testing
ground by and for artists, scholars, and communities, unafraid to take risks and meet the boldness
of artists’ ideas.”

About the Institute of Contemporary Art | University of Pennsylvania

The Institute of Contemporary Art at the University of Pennsylvania (ICA Philadelphia) is a global
hub for contemporary art and ideas. Free and open to all, ICA Philadelphia is dedicated to
supporting artistic practices across disciplines and serving as a laboratory for risk-taking,
community-building, and knowledge-creation. Since 1963, ICA Philadelphia has championed the
University’s commitment to cultivating the next generation of imaginative creators and thinkers.
Through commissions, exhibitions, programs, publications, and special projects, ICA Philadelphia
fosters bold experimentation, curiosity, and discovery. Learn more at icaphila.org.
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